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STATEMENT OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY 

Project Title: ANALYSING DISTANCE LEARNING FOR SCHOOL-AGED 

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION IN REMOTE AREAS IN INDONESIA 

  
1. Background 

School-aged children’s education, particularly in remote areas in Indonesia, is facing 

a big crisis. Every year, almost three million children cannot continue their schools or 

accomplish their basic education (Primary, Junior and Senior Secondary Schools). Such 

number is bigger than the average number of new entrants in Junior High School and Senior 

High School levels annually in Indonesia. The average number of new entrants in Junior 

High school from 2000 to 2010 is 2.807.726
1
 and 1.203.445 in senior High School

2
. 

As an illustration
3
, taking the case of students entering Primary Schools in 2000/2001, 

the number of the students was 4.371.220. The students graduated from Primary Schools in 

2006/2007 and entered Junior Secondary Schools. However, the number of students entering 

Junior Secondary Schools in 2006/2007 decreased to 3.035.713. It means that there were 

1.335. 507 students unable to continue their schools to Junior High School level. Then, the 

students graduated from Junior Secondary Schools in 2009/2010 and entered Senior 

Secondary Schools. Nonetheless, the number of students entering Senior Secondary Schools 

in 2009/2010 reduced to 1.374.807. This shows that there were about 1.660.906 students 

incapable of continuing their schools to Senior Secondary School level. In total, there were 

approximately 2.996.413 students losing their opportunities to continue their schools to 

Junior and Senior Secondary Schools levels.  

The above illustration results from one student generation which is in 2000/2001. 

There would be different numbers gained if other student generation years were counted, 

such as in 2001/2002, 2002/2003, and so on. Hence, the number of students losing 

opportunities to continue their schools every year seems to be accumulating year by year. 

Table 1. Overview of the number of school - aged children losing their opportunities to 

continue their schools. 

Level Primary school 

2000/2001 

Junior secondary school 

2006/2007 

Senior secondary school 

2009/2010 

New entrants 4.371.220 3.035.713 1.374.807 

Deviation - Between Primary and Junior Secondary School = 1.335.507 

- Between Junior and Senior Secondary School    = 1.660.906   

- Total                                                                     = 2.996.413 
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Such situation happens because of the unequal number of schools. The number of 

Primary Schools is much higher than Junior and Senior Secondary Schools. As a result, only 

a few students who graduate from primary schools can get a place in junior secondary 

schools and this also occurs to students who want to continue to Senior Secondary schools.  

Table 2. The number of schools throughout Indonesia from 2005 to 2010 

Level 
2005/ 2006 2006/2007 2007/ 2008 2008/ 2009 2009/ 2010 

Public  Private Public Private Public Private  Public Private Public Private 

Primary 

school 

137.693 

(92,87%) 

10.569 

(7,13%) 

135,819 

(92.51%) 

10,994 

(7.49%) 

132.513 

(91,66%) 

12.054 

(8,34%) 

131,490 

(91.17%) 

12,738 

(8.83%) 

130,563 

(91.14%) 

12,689 

(8.86%) 

Total 148.262 146.813 144.567 144.228 143.252 

Junior 

secondary 

school  

12.951 

(54,30) 

10.902 

(45,70) 

13,710 

(55.54) 

10,976 

(44.46) 

15.024 

(57,18) 

11.253 

(42,82%) 

16,898 

(58.72%) 

11,879 

(41.28%) 

17,714 

(59.31%) 

12,152 

(40.69%) 

Total 23.853 24.686 26.277 28.777 29.866 

Senior 

secondary 

school 

3.940 

(42,29%) 

5.377 

(57,71%) 

4,231 

(42.77%) 

5,661 

(57.23%) 

4.493 

(43,88%) 

5.746 

(56,12%) 

4,797 

(44.57%) 

5,965 

(55.43%) 

5,034 

(45.61%) 

6,002 

(54.39%) 

Total 9.317 9.892 10.239 10.762 11.036 

 

The data on table 2 shows that, on the primary school, instead of growing, the number 

of schools has slightly decreased from 148.262 in 2005/2006 to 143.252 in 2009/20010. 

Meanwhile, according to data recorded in National Statistical Office (Badan Pusat Statistik), 

in 2000, the rate of Indonesian population increase was 1.49%. To be brief, the decline in the 

number of schools certainly narrows the school – aged children’s opportunities. In the other 

words, there had been a quantity of children unlisted in schools or losing their rights to 

education. 

The data also obviously indicates that there has been a quite extensive deviation in the 

number of primary, junior secondary and senior secondary schools in Indonesia. This means 

that the opportunities for the children to continue their school to a higher level are becoming 

fewer. Conversely, the dropout rate is getting greater. For instance, in 2009, there were 

144.228 Primary Schools, yet there were only 28.777 Junior Secondary Schools, and 10.762 

Senior Secondary Schools.  

Furthermore, the issues of low learning achievement, handling large classes, limited 

qualified teachers and poor facilities in the schools remain the causes of the unsatisfactory 

quality in school-aged children’s education in remote areas in Indonesia. The government is 

unable to improve the quality of education by adding school time owing to an inadequate 
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number of school buildings. On the other hand, regular classes are difficult to maintain 

because most of the school-aged children tend to help their parents by working in farming 

almost every day – about 80 % of Indonesian people depend on agriculture and its allied 

activities.  

 Some developing countries, such as China, India, and Mexico, have implemented 

distance learning to deal with the issues of school-aged children’s education in their remote 

areas. The evaluation of the distance learning implementation shows that it could solve the 

problems of teacher shortages, lack of qualified teachers, limited learning sources, and gaps 

in qualities of education between remote areas and cities.  Therefore, this research aims to 

investigate the distance learning prospects for school-aged children’s education in remote 

areas in Indonesia.   

2. Literature review 

Some scholars state some issues commonly found in school-aged children’s education 

in remote areas. Macintyre and Macdonald (2011) say that the children not only lack access 

to higher level of schools or educational institutions but also lack access individually to 

learning. The geography of the areas is very isolated so that the most dominant level of 

schools is elementary. The students have to go to the neighbouring villages, which are some 

kilometres away, on foot certainly, to continue to junior or senior high school level.   

Furthermore, Macintyre and Macdonald state that the perceptions of remoteness do 

not only depend on geographic areas but also individual circumstances. In line with this, 

Bennet in Steel and Fahy (2011) explain that, commonly, the communities living in remote 

areas do not have a good, robust learning culture in which this condition, in the long run, 

influences the willingness of the children to learn. The literacy skills of the residents are very 

far from what is required for a self – directed educational environment. As a result, most of 

the children in remote areas drop out of school after Primary School. 

   Distance learning is viewed as the alternative solution to deal with the issues of 

school-aged children in remote areas. Distance learning can provide education to all, make 

further education accessible to those who are interested in continuing their studies and extend 

learning beyond the regular system and provide cost-effective education (Rena, 2007).  

Some countries have applied distance education to close gaps between the qualities of 

education, especially the basic education, in cities and remote areas. McQuaide (2009) wrote, 
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in China, the government implemented the Distance Education Project for Rural Schools 

(DEPRS) from 2003 to 2007 to improve the quality of basic education of children in its 

remote areas. The project worked by transferring high quality education from cities centres to 

remote areas.  

The analysis showed that DEPRS was successful to close the wide gaps in access high 

quality basic education. McQuaide conducted research evaluating the effectiveness of 

DEPRS. He found the project had positive impacts on advancing the quality of education in 

remote areas by enriching learning resources and alleviating teacher shortages. It offered new 

courses for the students and was able to increase students’ interest and motivation in learning 

with it’s a wide variety of learning resources. The success of the DEPRS followed the similar 

project implementation in India and Mexico.  

3. Research Question and Objective 

After knowing the issues faced by school-aged children’s education in remote areas in 

Indonesia, this research is trying to investigate the distance learning prospects for school-

aged children’s education in remote areas in Indonesia. The investigation will include the 

appropriate distance learning system as well as the funding, administrative, and policy 

challenges in the Indonesia Ministry of Education for the implementation of the distance 

learning system in the future.  

The research questions are formulated as follows: 

1. Need analysis. What are the students’ needs? What are the appropriate educational 

services? What are the learning needs? 

2. Funding, administrative and policy challenges. How to fund the distance learning? 

What is the possible funding system can be used? What are the administrative and 

policy challenges? How to advocate successfully for changes in administration 

and policy that can support the implementation of distance learning? 

4. Research significance 

This research, especially the findings, will have some significance in three aspects: 

1. To make the Indonesia government, in this case the Ministry of Education, aware 

of the real issues faced by school-aged children in remote areas in Indonesia.  

2. The policy. The findings of this research will reveal how the prospects of 

implementing distance education for school-aged children in remote areas in 
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Indonesia. It is expected that the Indonesia government, through the Ministry of 

Education, will just need to apply the findings as they will have included all the 

analysis of implementing distance education for school-aged children in remote 

areas in Indonesia. 

3. The findings of this research will give some insights of how to analyse distance 

learning opportunities as the alternative for the issues of unequal distribution in 

education.       

5. Research Methodology 

This research will employ quantitative and qualitative research methods. The 

qualitative research method will be used mostly in analysing the need analysis, while the 

quantitative research method will be used to identify the funding alternatives, administrative 

issues and policy challenges.  

The data collected in this research consist of: 

1. Primary data: in-depth interviews with stakeholders in the Indonesian Ministry of 

Education, case studies, and workshop or focus group.  

2. Secondary data: the statistical data of Education in Indonesia available at 

www.pdsp.kemdiknas.go.id/Pages/DaftarStatistikPendidikan.aspx , journals, and 

media.   

6. Research plan  

Researcher calculates that this research will be able to be finished within three-year 

duration. The research plan is explained as follows: 

1. In the first year of the PhD period, researcher will (a) expand horizon of the theories 

and methodologies, (b) finish the research proposal (c) refine the concepts and 

approaches, (d) construct the data collecting instruments, (e) test the instruments, (f) 

build contacts in research area, (g) get permission needed for conducting the research, 

and (h) prepare the research logistics. 

2. In the second year of the PhD period, researcher will (a) revise or plan for the data 

collection, (b) do the data collection, (c) process the data, (d) do preliminary data 

analysis, and (e) do report on data collection and analysis. 

3. In the third year of the PhD period, researcher will (a) analyse the data, (b) write 

papers for journal, (c) contribute to relevant conferences, (d) write-up PhD report, and 

(e) defend the research. 

http://www.pdsp.kemdiknas.go.id/Pages/DaftarStatistikPendidikan.aspx
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7. Reasons for research and expertise 

There are some reasons why this research is necessary to be conducted. Firstly, 

education is one of the main sectors of the Indonesian government to advance the 

development of the country. The issues of unequal distribution and gaps of qualities in 

education between remote areas and cities always become the national issues every year. 

Secondly, the research in the area of distance education in Indonesia, especially for school- 

aged children, is not explored yet.  Thus, this research may initiate discourses in this area. 

Thirdly, some countries that have the same problems have applied distance education as the 

solution. Indonesia may have the potential to apply the distance education as well. However, 

the characteristics of the issues may be different from other countries.  

Issues of school-aged children’s education in remote areas have always interested me. 

I was awarded a scholarship from Ford Foundation, USA to study Master at the University of 

Manchester, UK because of my commitment in educational fields. During my master study, I 

learned about technological tools that might have potential for distance education. I have 

some publications that concerned on educational issues. My work and organization 

experience have added some insights for me to conduct this research. I have a strong 

motivation and commitment to accomplish my PhD with this research as the findings will be 

useful for solving problems in the area of school-aged children’s education in remote areas in 

Indonesia. 

End Notes 

1 – The average number of new entrants in Junior High School from 2000 to 2010 in Indonesia 

No. Academic Years Number of New Entrants 

01. 2000/2001 2.605.413 

02. 2001/2002 2.544.849 

03. 2002/2003 2.495.335 

04. 2003/2004 2.532.185 

05. 2004/2005 2.611.108 

06. 2005/2006 2.935.175 

07. 2006/2007 3.035.713 

08. 2007/2008 3.016.157 

09. 2008/2009 3.156.308 

10. 2009/2010 3.145.012 

 Total 28.077.255 

 Average number of applicants  2.807.726 

 

2 – The average number of new entrants in Senior High School from 200 to 2010 in Indonesia   

No. Academic Years Number of New Entrants 

01. 2000/2001 1.012.054 

02. 2001/2002 1,055,435 
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03. 2002/2003 1.119.158 

04. 2003/2004 1.139.742 

05. 2004/2005 1.176.740 

06. 2005/2006 1.222.049 

07. 2006/2007 1.267.916 

08. 2007/2008 1.337.862 

09. 2008/2009 1.328.683 

10. 2009/2010 1.374.807 

 Total 12.034.446 

 Average number of applicants  1.203.445 

 

3 – The data are taken from www.pdsp.kemdiknas.go.id/Pages/DaftarStatistikPendidikan.aspx 
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